

Garthorpe and Coston Parish Council – 17th February 2021

Garthorpe and Coston Parish
Council


MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 17TH FEBRUARY 2021


PRESENT:				Councillor David Robinson - Chair
			Councillor Sue McGrath
				Councillor Jackie Wallace
				Councillor Carol Robinson
				Borough Councillor Malise Graham
				County Councillor Byron Rhodes
				
Minutes were taken by Parish Clerk - Eliza Hill

	Minute
	Item
	Action

	
	
	

	
1


	
Apologies
There were no apologies.
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	Declaration of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.
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13.
	
Minutes of the last meeting – 17th December 2020
It was proposed that the minutes be approved as a true account of the meeting.
Resolved: That the motion be carried.

Borough Councillor Report
BC Graham stated that there was not too much to report this month as the Council is just focussing in keeping “the show on the road” currently.  He continued that Council Tax Band D would be going up by £5.

County Councillor Report
CCllr Rhodes reported that the County Council budget has been voted on and agreed with a Council Tax increase of 1.99% for the main stream budget plus a further 3% for adult social care.  He continued that it was a difficult budget and that it will equate to an increase of £5.59 per month for a Band D property.  The net service budget is just under £400 million for the County Council and the Capital program is £457 million for the next four years.  This does put the County Council under pressure as they have seen price increases in construction projects.  There is a shortage of skilled labour as building sites closed initially during the first lockdown and many foreign workers left the UK and are unable to return currently which is felt to have led to those increase prices.
CCllr Rhodes continued that the County Council Elections on the 6th May will go ahead.  Obviously there will be no door to door canvassing and they are expecting a low poll turn out.

Clerks Report
The clerk’s report was received by members.

Chairs update on the dog fouling
There is a problem in Garthorpe since the Estate reopened the track from bottom road to top road.  Some owners are not picking up after their dogs whilst some others are bagging it but leaving the bags in the field.  Sheep graze in the field at times and the plastic bags could be dangerous for them.  Signage has been put up but it has had little effect. The Chair had investigated dog fouling bins and found they will cost approximately £100 to install and the Borough Council will empty it weekly.  The Chair proposed that the Council approve the purchasing and installation of a bin.  
Resolved: That the motion be carried.

Chairs update on the river flooding
The Chair stated that the river has held up very well since the dredging despite the recent heavy rain.  It needs investigating how often a river should be dredged.

Chairs update on Coston Ford
It has been reported that the 4x4 vehicles that had been off roading hadn’t been back recently although this may be due to the weather.  The situation will need to be monitored when the Ford level reduces.  The police have been very good and there is a discussion around cameras being installed so it is an ongoing situation.

Review of Internal Controls
To review the risk assessment in preparation for the Internal Audit.  It was also suggested that the introduction of a media and press policy should be investigated and brought to the next meeting.
Resolved: That the motion be carried.

Clerk’s Pay
To consider the introduction of monthly pay using HMRC Basics in view of making savings and that the current payroll provider may no longer offer the service.  It was suggested that BACS payments be investigated.
Resolved: That the motion be carried.
Clerk’s Hours
The Clerk’s hours were presented to Council to be approved for payment.
Resolved: That the motion be carried.

Invoices for Payment
Narked Design – website management - £150.00
LRALC – Internal Auditor - £95.00
Resolved: That the motion be carried.
	

	

	14.
	Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday 12th May 2021.
	

	
	
Meeting Concluded 8.10pm
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